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The Foundation for Community Association Research (FCAR) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
devoted to common interest community research, development, and scholarship. Incorporated in 1975, the
Foundation supports and conducts research in the community association industry.

FCAR provides authoritative research and analysis on community association trends, issues and operations.
Our mission is to inspire successful and sustainable communities. We sponsor needs-driven research that
informs and enlightens all community association stakeholders—community association residents, homeowner
volunteer leaders, community managers and other professional service providers, legislators, regulators and
the media. Our work is made possible by your tax-deductible contributions. Your support is essential to our
research.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter

covered. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or

other professional services. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent
professional should be sought.

—From A Declaration of Principles, jointly adopted by a Committee of the American Bar Association and a
Committee of Publishers
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CAl Press
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Notes on Community Association Data: The Fact Book is based on information from seven data sources

grouped in two categories:

e Public Data: (1) Census data, (2) American Housing Survey (AHS), (3) State data, (4) Related housing
industries data such as that from the National Association of Realtors (NAR) and National Association of

Homebuilders (NAHB), and

o FCAR and CAI Data: (5) FCAR data accumulated over time, (6) CAl data, also accumulated over time, and

(7) Data provided by CAI members.

The public data is largely from the Census and the American Community Survey (ACS). This data has a lag
time to publication, i.e., certain of the ACS 2016 data may not be available until late in 2017. Some public
association data is available from individual states. This state data, also, may have a lag time from collection to
publication. Usually, both the few states with association data and the ACS data lack specificity in critically
identifying the three basic types of associations: condominiums, cooperatives and planned communities.
Similarly, the public data may count certain association units, but not the entities (the associations)
themselves. From a timing viewpoint, FCAR, CAIl data and CAl member data are more readily available.
Because of the timing issue, the Fact Book data generally may be one year ahead of public data.
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