
67% 66% 73%

42% 77% 61%

Benchmarking Rental Activity, Governance & Community Impacts
Short-term rentals continue to present both opportunities and challenges for community associations. This
Snap Survey updates the Foundation's 2022 Rentals and Leasing in Community Associations survey,
benchmarking changes in rental activity, community impacts, governance, and enforcement. The findings
provide an updated look at how associations are balancing homeowner rights, community expectations, and
the evolving role of short-term rentals.
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prohibit short-term
rentals in their community

say association boards should
have primary authority to regulate

short-term rentals

say rental restrictions are
enforced very or somewhat

effectively

Key Findings

report short-term rentals have
had a moderate or significant

negative impact

cite tenants not following
community rules as their

biggest concern

say short-term rentals
provide no meaningful

benefit to their community
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Board Members/Homeowners

56% 
Comnunity Managers

30% 
Business Partners/Other

6% 
Management Executives

8% 



26-50%

11-25%

0-10% 

2022 2026
Restriction 2022 2026

Prohibit
STRs

64% 67%

No rental
restrictions

20% 20%

Limit long-
term rentals

20% 20%

2022–2026 Benchmark Comparison
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KEY BENCHMARK
FINDINGS

Short-term rental
prohibitions
increased

Community Rental Levels

39%

29%

11%

41%

30%

6%
51%+

13% 19%

Rental Restrictions

▲ Communities prohibiting
short-term rentals increased slightly

from 64% to 67%.
▲ Communities with 26–50% rentals

increased from 13% to 19%.

Percentage of homes that are rentals 

This survey updates the Foundation's 2022 Rentals & Leasing in Community Associations survey, benchmarking
changes in rental activity, community policies, governance, and community concerns over the past four years.

Communities
without rental
restrictions
remained
unchanged

Communities
with 26–50%
rentals increased

Long-term rental
restrictions
remained stable

Communities with 26–50%
rental properties increased
from 13% to 19%,
suggesting continued growth
in investor-owned housing.

RENTAL ACTIVITY

Rule compliance
remains the top
community concern.

COMMUNITY
CONCERNS

Communities prohibiting
short-term rentals increased
from 64% to 67%, while
communities with no rental
restrictions remained at 20%.

COMMUNITY POLICIES

Most benchmark measures
remained stable, reflecting
gradual changes in how
communities approach
rentals since 2022.

KEY TAKEAWAY
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Nearly three in four respondents (73%) report their community
enforces rental restrictions effectively.

June 2026

Homeowner approval required to
amend rental restrictions

42%

16%

11%

10%

3%

19%

Board can amend

67% homeowner approval 

Other/unsure
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620 Respondents from
41 U.S. states

Governance & Enforcement

67% homeowner approval is the most
common amendment threshold.

75-80% homeowner approval 

50% homeowner approval 

100% homeowner approval required

How effective is rental restriction enforcement?

Very
effective

Do communities monitor
short-term rental activity?

Yes, manually
or with
software

More than half of communities
monitor short-term rental activity.

How has short-term rental activity
changed over the past three years?

34%

31%

16%

9%

5%

4%

No change

Decreased

Unsure

Increased somewhat

Not present in my community

One in four respondents report short-term rental
activity has increased over the past three years.

Somewhat
effective

Very or
somewhat
effective

Increased significantly
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9%
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67% homeowner approval 
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620 Respondents from
41 U.S. states

Community Impacts & Resident Experience

Overall, how have short-term
rentals impacted your community?

Moderate/significant
negative impact

42% report a moderate or significant
negative impact from short-term rentals.

Community Concerns: 2022 vs. 2026

A look at the prevalence of short-term rentals and their impacts on community associations

What types of rentals are present in your
community?

87%

26%

18%

4%

Vacation/seasonal rentals

Long-term rentals (30+ days) 

Short-term rentals (less than 30 days) 

Corporate or furnished rentals 

*10% reported no rentals in their community

Long-term rentals remain the most common
rental type, while one in four communities
report short-term rentals.

Most Common Problems Reported

52%

41%

26%

22%

Property damage

Rule violations

Noise

Security incidents

Overcrowding

24%

5% Insurance claims

When problems occur, they most often involve
rule violations, noise, property damage, and
security concerns.

2022 2026
Tenants don't follow rules

Tenants unfamiliar with rules

Poor maintenance

Mortgage financing

71% 77%

73% 72%

62% 48%

19%34%
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Who should have primary authority to regulate
short-term rentals?

Association
Boards

June 2026

What benefits do short-term rentals provide?

61%

13%

11%

11%

6%

Local economy

No benefis

Property values
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Policy, Benefits & Looking Ahead

Six in 10 respondents report no community benefits
from short-term rentals, though some cite homeowner
income and support for local economies.

Income

Unsure

Flexibility

Two-thirds believe association boards—not government
—should have primary authority to regulate short-term
rentals.

Do current state and local regulations
adequately support communities?

14%

22%

28%

5%

6%

25%

Somewhat supportive

Very restrictive

Unsure

Neutral

Very supportive

Somewhat restrictive

Respondents are divided on whether current
state and local regulations adequately support
community associations. 

Combination

State & local
government

7%

ASSOCIATION AUTHORITY

Top Policy Themes

HOMEOWNER RIGHTS

STRONGER ENFORCEMENT

LOCAL FLEXIBILITY

HOUSING AVAILABILITY

Boards should lead rental decisions

Balance owner and community interests

Focus on compliance, not more rules

Support community-based solutions

Preserve long-term housing options
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“Our community's identity is based on
stability, predictability, safety, quietness,
long-term residency, knowing neighbors,
fire safety, and emergency response.”

“Even though our community bans
short-term rentals, we uncover
people doing it on a weekly basis.”

“Short-term rentals have contributed
to increased compliance violations in
our community, including parking
violations, quiet-hour disturbances,
and reduced property maintenance.”

“We don't want to eliminate short-term
rentals—we want more authority when
things go wrong."

June 2026
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620 Respondents from
41 U.S. states

Respondent Perspectives

Short-term rentals continue to present both opportunities and challenges for community associations. While many
communities have adopted restrictions and developed effective governance practices that reflect local needs, respondents
consistently emphasized balancing homeowner rights, community character, and local decision-making.

Nearly 250 respondents shared additional comments about short-term rentals in their communities.
While opinions varied, several common themes emerged across associations of different sizes, locations,
and governance structures.

FINAL THOUGHT

PRESERVING COMMUNITY CHARACTER
Many respondents emphasized preserving
residential neighborhoods, long-term
residency, and the unique character of their
communities.

“Depending upon the type of community, short-term rentals can be positive or negative. It has to be
looked at on a case-by-case basis.”

One Comment Captured the Overall Sentiment...

ENFORCEMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY
Identifying unauthorized rentals, enforcing
governing documents, and holding owners
accountable remain significant operational
challenges.

QUALITY OF LIFE
Many comments focused on the day-to-
day impacts of short-term rentals on
neighbors and community operations.

ASSOCIATION AUTHORITY
Many respondents emphasized that boards
need the authority to establish and enforce
rental policies that reflect their
community's needs.
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